[Metabolic diseases: a challenge for pediatrics].
During the past ten years we have identified in five girls a previously unreported hereditary metabolic disease with severe neurologic involvement. A common defect in the carbohydrate structure of serum glycoproteins could be demonstrated. This disease illustrates the great challenge that metabolic diseases are for pediatrics. Their number is very large and increases steadily; most of them can not yet be treated efficiently, and nearly all these disorders are hereditary. These and other features make a national and international approach necessary.